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the carotid had been tied, the ligature not having yet come away; and as the 
hemorrhage recurred again, it was resolved to apply a precautionary ligature 
( d’attenie ) lower down. On the 8th, this was executed on the trunk of the 
innominata; and in a later communication to the Academy, the author states 
the cure was completed in two months. 

M. Yelpeau, reporting upon this case [Bull, de V Acad., tom. xix.), observes, 
that as far as he is aware, this is the first example of a cure resulting from the 
artificial obliteration of this artery; although the cases of accidental occlusion 
published by Pelletan, Martin-Solon, and Darrach, had already shown that its 
occlusion did not deprive either the arm or the brain of a sufficient supply of 
blood. The cases of operation have hitherto all terminated fatally. Mott, who 
first practised the operation in 1818, lost his patient on the twenty-sixth day. 
Grafe’s patient died on the sixty-eighth day, Bland’s on the eighteenth, and 
Hall’s on the sixth. In Lizar’s case, death occurred at the end of three weeks. 
After M. Klihl’s operation, in which the ligature comprised the subclavian and 
the carotid close to the innominata, death took place on the third day. A 
patient of M. Arendt’s died on the eighth day ; and two operations performed 
by M. Bujalski were followed by death in two or three days. Finally, M. 
Hutin lost his patient on the eighth day. So that ten operations have fur¬ 
nished as many deaths. 

After all, M. Velpeau adds, this is not an example of ligature of the innomi¬ 
nata, properly so called; for although a ligature ( d’attente) was applied to and 
flattened the vessel, this was not tightened. The patient was cured, but no¬ 
thing allows us to affirm that the ligature bore rather upon the common trunk 
than upon the origin of the carotid alone. Nor is there anything that abso¬ 
lutely proves the closure of the innominata, if closed it be, not to have taken 
place as a consequence of the first ligature, rather than under the mere in¬ 
fluence of a ligature d’attente. — II. and F. Med.-Chirurg. Rev., Oct., 1856, from 
MAmoires de l’Acad. Imperiale de Mid., tom. xix. Paris, 1855. 

35. Treatment of Aneurism by Manipulation. —Mr. Fergcsson read a paper on 
this subject before the Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society (Nov. 11th, 
1856). He explained this term to mean peculiar forcible squeezing of the 
aneurismal tumour, with the intention of breaking up the fibrin supposed to be 
within; so that, being displaced, it might possibly block up the distal end of 
the tumour, or the artery leading from it. After sketching the various means 
whereby Nature is supposed to bring about occasional spontaneous cures, cases 
having come under the author’s observations, in which spontaneous cures had 
seemingly been caused by displaced fibrin, the author proceeded to show that, 
while surgeons had in some degree followed the dictates of Nature, as gathered 
by experience in their attempts at cure, they had not, as far as his knowledge 
went, attempted to imitate the actual displacements of fibrin by any active 
interference on their part. He then explained how he had for many years en¬ 
tertained the idea that a cure by such a plan might possibly be effected. After 
many years watching for a case, in which for want of a better plan, such a one 
as he indicated might be used, a case of aneurism of the right subclavian artery, 
between and outside the scaleni, came under the author’s notice in February, 
1852, wherein, appreciating all the known dangers of the usual mode of treat¬ 
ment, he resolved to try this plan: The flat point of the thumb was laid on the 
aneurism, which was about the size of a hen’s egg, and, when the sac was 
emptied of fluid blood, the inner surfaces and supposed contents were rubbed 
against each other. The pulse, which had been carefully examined, was imme¬ 
diately arrested in all the vessels below the aneurism, and the patient became 
faint and giddy. In six or seven hours the pulsations returned, but the author 
repeated the manipulations the next day with a similar but not lasting effect on 
the circulation in the arms; for it was not till seven or eight days that circula¬ 
tion could be readily detected in the arteries. The tumour gradually dimin¬ 
ished in size and in force; a pulsation, and various indications, particularly the 
gradual enlargement of a branch of the subclavian artery, at the root of the 
neck; the supra-scapula, or the transversalis colli, gave every hope that a cure 
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was in progress. After seven months, at which date the tumour was much 
diminished, the patient had a severe feverish attack, accompanied with excru¬ 
ciating pain in the tumour, and died after a few days’ illness. On dissection, 
it was found that the axillary artery was blocked up, and that the tumour 
had suddenly extended or had given way in the direction of the axillary 
plexus of nerves, which was supposed to account for the excessive pain. 
Another case, in most respects analogous to the above, came, ere long, under 
the author’s notice, and was treated in the same way. A series of phenomena 
followed, similar in many respects to those observed in the former. The tumour 
in this case underwent a slow change, and ultimately disappeared between the 
twenty-second and twenty-fourth months after the manipulation. After dis¬ 
cussing the principal phenomena connected with these cases, and expressing 
an opinion that the results in many respects corroborated the views of the 
author, he left the particulars for the further consideration of those who felt 
interested in the subject.— Med. Times and Gazette, Nov. 15, 1856. 

36. Dissecting Aneurism.. —Mr. Young related to the Reading Pathological 
Society an interesting case of dissecting aneurism of the abdominal aorta. It 
occurred in a female aged 57. She was, when first seen, suffering from severe 
pain in the bowels, back, and left side. She was restless, the countenance was 
pale, tongue moist and covered with a white fur. The pulse was 70. There 
was sickness with frequent and painful micturition. Mustard poultices, with 
opiates, demulcents, and diuretics were administered, but the sickness in¬ 
creased, and she sank suddenly. It was ascertained that, in lifting a saucepan 
on the fire, she felt something give way, which immediately was followed by 
the fatal symptoms. At the autopsy, a large clot of blood was found effused 
into the cellular tissue behind the peritoneum, pressing forward between the 
two layers of the mesentery and extending into the pelvis. In getting through 
the blood to the aorta, the cellular coat was found to be separated from the 
fibrinous about four or five inches, towards the bifurcation. There was a slit 
in the fibrous coat about one inch in length, somewhat higher up than the 
cellular. The inner and fibrous coats were found to be red and soft, so as to 
tear easily, and they were readily detached from the outer. There were also 
several patches of arthromatous, cartilaginous, and bony deposits. Mr. Young 
considered that the inner and fibrous coat had been the seat of the disease for 
some time, and which, in all probability, gave way on the morning of the ex¬ 
ertion of lifting the saucepan, thus producing the dissecting aneurism ; but 
that the death was caused by the rupture of the external coat during the act 
of vomiting.— Assoc. Med. Journal, Sept. 20, 1856. 

37. Best Treatment of Varicose Ulcers and Varicose Veins. —The treatment of 
varicose veins is a practical every-day subject, inferior to none in interest for the 
hospital surgeon. Indeed, allied as this affection is, externally, to questions of 
practical surgery on the one hand, and depending for its causes on relations of 
the general venous system and general internal health on the other, a wide field 
of speculation is afforded as to treatment. In hospital practice, accordingly, 
as the practitioner may be more of a physiologist and anatomist, or more or 
less influenced by the ordinary routine of simple surgical treatment, ligature 
of veins, constitutional treatment, or means of blocking up these vessels, will 
be trusted to, previous to healing the varicose ulcer. A good deal of the danger 
of ligature of veins is found to originate in the fact that the vein is enlarged; 
and the ligature, when it should go deeper than the vein, will be found to have 
wounded or transfixed the vein, and caused phlebitis. 

Mr. Paget’s experience every year assures him more and more of the superior 
value of the treatment of varicose veins by the caustic issue, or the extempor¬ 
ized mixture of lime and potash. There is no mode of treatment yet discovered, 
according to Mr. Paget, which is entirely free from risk; but, from pretty ex¬ 
tensive inquiries in the hospital practice of such surgeons as Sir B. Brodie, 
Mr. Lawrence, Mr. Skey, various hospital surgeons in the provinces, and in 
France and Germany, etc., Mr. Paget is inclined to the impression that the 
treatment of varicose ulcers and varicose veins is most safely and most effectu- 



